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I. BACKGROUND 

 
The Metropolitan Police Department develops programs that are essential to 
establishing and maintaining community support.  These programs enhance the 
community’s understanding of the Department’s role and operations.  To increase 
citizen understanding of law enforcement operations, the Metropolitan Police 
Department has established a Ride-Along Program that allows participants to ride 
with members and personally observe the Department’s police activities. 
 

II. POLICY 
 
The policy of the Metropolitan Police Department is to establish and implement 
programs that will allow the Department to build a working relationship and positive 
rapport with members of the community.  The Ride-Along Program provides a 
mechanism for citizens to personally observe patrol operations and establish an 
expanded dialogue between police and members of the community.  
      

III. RULES 
 

A. Under no circumstances shall a recording device be used during a Ride-
Along. 

 
B.  Members of the media participating in the Ride-Along must obtain approval 

from the Public Information Officer prior to the Ride-Along.  
 

IV. REGULATIONS 
 
A. Criteria for participation in the Ride-Along Program requires that applicants be 

either: 
 

1. A citizen of the District of Columbia; 
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2. A student in an accredited law enforcement program or related field 
within the District of Columbia;  

 
3. A student in the seventh grade or above attending school in the District 

of Columbia; 
 

4. Member of a District of Columbia civic organization interested in law 
enforcement; 

 
5. An employee of the District of Columbia or Federal Government whose 

position requires that they have knowledge of MPD operations; 
 

6. A member of law enforcement from other departments; 
 

7. Military personnel; 
 

8. Persons recommended by a member of the department; 
 

9. A member of the media (with approval of the Public Information 
Officer); or 

 
 10. Such other persons as determined by the Director, Community 

Outreach Unit, Office of Organizational Development (OOD) or the 
District Watch Commander. 

   
B. All applicants shall produce a valid identification card and submit to a 

WALES/NCIC check prior to participation in a Ride-Along. 
 
C. Applicants shall prepare: 
 

1. A PD Form 369 (Application and Authorization to Participate in the 
Ride-Along Program),  

 
2. A PD Form 370 (Adult Waiver), and 
 
3. A PD Form 371 (Juvenile Waiver). 

 
D. Recruit Officers participating in the Recruit Ride-Along Program are not 

required to meet the above criteria, but they must produce, prior to the ride-
along:  

 
1. Ride-Along Participation Form, and 

 
2. MPD Issued Recruit Officer Identification Card. 

 
E. All request forms shall be submitted to the appropriate District Watch 

Commander or the Director, Community Outreach Unit, OOD. 
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F. When members of the Department recommend a personal guest to 
participate in the Ride-Along Program: 

 
1. The District Commander or Watch Commander shall consider the 

request on an individual basis. 
 
2. If approved and when practicable to do so, the participant shall be 

assigned to ride in the member's vehicle. 
 

V. PROCEDURAL GUIDELINES 
 
A. Operators of vehicles with a Ride-Along participant shall: 
 

1. Inform the dispatcher that he/she has a Ride-Along participant in the 
vehicle; (CALEA 81.2.5.a) 

 
2. Not respond to any Code 1 or potentially dangerous assignments (i.e. 

Shooting or Assault); (CALEA 41.2.1) 
 

3. Not participate in the pursuit of persons or vehicles; (CALEA 41.2.2.d 
and e) and 

 
4. Notify the dispatcher when the Ride-Along is completed.  (CALEA 

81.2.5.a) 
 
B. Station Personnel shall: 
 

1. Upon request provide each applicant with a copy of PD Form 369 and 
advise the applicant that the form must be returned to the district or the 
Director, Community Outreach Unit, OOD, prior to participation in the 
Ride-Along Program; 

 
2. Provide each applicant less than 18 years of age, except military 

personnel, with a PD Form 371 with instructions to have it signed by a 
parent or guardian; 

 
Note:     Military personnel under 18 years of age shall be permitted to  
             sign the PD Form 370 in the same manner as an adult.  They  
             shall not be required to have a parent or guardian’s signature. 
 

3. Indicate on the PD Form 369 that the applicant has been given a 
juvenile waiver, and that it bears the parent’s or guardian’s signature; 
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4. Advise the applicant that unless specifically requested and approved 
by the Director, Community Outreach Unit, OOD, or District Watch 
Commander, the maximum Ride-Along time during any 24-hour period 
is four (4) hours; 

 
5. Request official identification (driver's license, draft card, etc.) to verify 

the applicant's age; 
 

6. Review the completed request form for content and sign the form in the 
appropriate space; and 

 
7. Submit all requests to the Director, Community Outreach Unit, OOD, 

within 24 hours of receipt. 
 
Note:   All requests shall be submitted to the Director, Community     

Outreach Unit, OOD, whether a Ride-Along was completed or 
will be completed at a later date. 

 
C. Commanding Officers shall: 
 

1. Have the final authority for approving or disapproving all requests for 
participation in the Ride-Along Program; 

 
2. Sign and witness the PD Form 370, prior to the applicant riding in a 

department vehicle; 
 

3. Revoke the authorization of applicants under the age of 18, except 
military personnel, who submit a PD Form 371 without proper parental 
or guardian signature; 

 
4. Designate the vehicle in which the participant(s) will ride, with 

discretion to assign up to two participants to a single department 
vehicle; 

 
5. Revoke a participant's authorization if it becomes apparent to the 

member that the participant’s conduct is not in the best interest of the 
department;  

 
6. Ensure that participants do not wear jeans or t-shirts that are ripped, 

torn, or have holes in them; and 
 

7. Ensure the return of completed PD Forms 369 and 370 and/or 371 to 
the Director, Community Outreach Unit, OOD, within 48 hours after the 
applicant has either participated in the Ride-Along Program or failed to 
appear. 
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D. The Director, Community Outreach Unit, Office of Organizational 
Development, shall: 

 
1. Coordinate the Ride-Along Program and all requests referred to the 

Department; 
 
2. Deny requests to participate in the Ride-Along Program if the applicant 

does not meet criteria set forth in this order or does not exhibit 
behavior that is in the best interest of the Department; 

 
3. Advise the applicant that he/she may only participate in the Ride-Along 

Program no more than four (4) times per calendar year; 
 

4. Maintain a record book of all requests to participate in the Ride-Along 
Program, which shall include the: 

 
a. Applicant’s name, 
 
b. District where the ride is requested, 

 
c. Time the ride is approved, 

 
d. Date the request is approved or disapproved, 
 
e. Date the PD Forms 369 and 370 and/or 371 were returned, 
 
f. Date the participant completed the Ride-Along, 

   
  g. Date of prior participation in the Ride-Along Program, and 
 

h. Date the forms were forwarded to Records Division, Corporate 
Support. 

 
5. Maintain a logbook to document all telephone requests from members 

of the department who wish to have personal guests participate in the 
program; 

 
6. Forward the approved PD Form 369 to the organizational element 

involved at least three days prior to the date on which the applicant has 
been approved to ride; 

 
7. Notify the applicant of the date, time, and location that has been 

approved for the ride; or, upon just cause, of disapproval; and 
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8. Review and forward the completed PD Forms 369, 370 and/or 371 to 
the Records Division, Corporate Support. 

 
 
       // SIGNED // 
       Charles H. Ramsey 
       Chief of Police 
 
Attachments 
 
CHR:NMJ:MAR:mcw  
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