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Motorscooters [ OmiCINATING UNIT
- " PDOD

‘ GENERAL ORDER .

sve.€I”

The purpose of tnis, order is to establish the policy and procedures for mem-
bers relating to the operation of departmental motorscooters. This order con-
sists of the following parts:

PLRT ] Kesponsibilities and Procedures
for “embers of the Department

Jefin1tions.

General Duties and Responsibilities of Operators.
Training.

ODperational Requirements and Prohibitions.

YY) e

PAST [! Resnonsinilities ang Orocedures
for Suoervisory and Command Personne!

A. Nfficiale,
2. Tommand'ng Officers.

PART !
4. Definizip~s
For the puroose of this order the fallowing defiritions shall apply:
1. “MciorsTa@oter” 1s any motorcycle or motor driven cycle, as oe‘inec
in the D.(. Vighwavs anz Traffic Requlations, which is the property of the Metra-

patitan Pilice Deca-tnert ana s not egulpped as an  authorized emergency
vehicie.

Z. "Uperator™ 15 any member of tne department, regardless of rank,
25§17neC 0 overai2 a cepartonental motorscnoter.

3. CGerer2l Dutres and Pesponsidbilities of Operators.

rs are ¢nnsigerec to he foot patrol officers with a means of 1n-

0
creased m v. As sych, they shall:

1. Perforr tne dutiec of a foot patrol officer on similar assignment
ans be curded, 1° tne ext2nt nossinle, by tne provisions of General Order MNo.
201.26 (Ou"ds sesvonsimilities  and Condust of Members of the Deoartment).

2.  Spend at leas: S0% o‘ their tour of duty on foot patrol if as-
sries 13 tae Petrol Dastracec.

3. Adhere ¢ tne n:Ov\snons of General Order 301.1 (vehicle Operation

" and Hantenznce), where applicabis

He



4. Re assigned only to motorscooter duty and not utilized in other
capacities such as relief clerk, scout car relief, etc., unless absolutely neces-
sary.

5. Periodically dismount and patrol on foot, unless directed other-
wise by an official.

C. Training.

The foilowing considerations snall be satisfied prior to the selection
of personnel for motorscooter operator training:

1. " The member has vclunteerec.

2. vedicel reccrds have been reviewed for any past history of
Inluries whicn mey be aggravatec by motorscooter duty, especially back’ or knee
njurees.

3. SizK leave recoras nave been reviewed for any past history of back
enz knee &ilmeats.

4. Depi-i-enia’ and state or District of Columbira vehicular accident
yecords hav: beeq reviemez with particuiar attention to nformation on the
sp2ralior of two-wnee! veh:izlec .

D. (Operet:iznal Regqu'~ement< ang Proribitions

1. Members snall rpt operate mctorscooters unless they:

a. Volurteer ic be assigned to the position of molorscooter
operator.

re

Have Deen mptarscooter trained and cerifieC bv tne Vehicle
Skrvils Sectron, Trayning Drvision.

c. Possess 2 va'id license 1ssued by the jurisgiztion n which
tney res10e 1o operate a motorscooter or motorcycle.

Molorscocter ““eintenance

(AN}

a. tach member snhall be assigned to a specific motorscooter that
he/sne¢ shall operate on a permanent basis during his/her
shift.
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(Example: Motorscooter operators Officer John Jones from A
Section, Officer Mary Smith from B Section, and Officer James
Green from C Section will each be assigned to Motorscooter
8D-11 which will be op “ted on 2 permanent basis on their

.respective shifts.)

Prior to operating & motorscootcr, the operaior shall:

(1)

(2)

(3:

Wnen

re?

P
'

~

(6)

When

(2}
(3)

Conduct a thorough inspection of the vehicle to ensure
that all necessary equipment. and lights are present and
functioning.

Immediately report any damage or malfunctioning equip-
ment to an official and record the information on PD
Form 775 (Daily Vehicle Inspection and Activity Report),
Section B, and comply with the provisions of General
Orgers 30]1.1 (venicle Operation. and Maintenance) and
201.7 (Review Boaras).

Not operate a malfunctioning or damaged motorscooter
without supervisory approval.

operating motorscooters, members shail:

Comply with the applicable provisions c the D.C. High-
wavs and Traffic Regulations, as far as 1s consistent
with tnhe performance of police duties and tne apprehen-
s1or of law violators.

wWear the department 1issued motorscooter helmet with the
chin strap securely fastenec.

wear tne department issued visibility jacket.

Keer both hands on the handlebars except to operate
their radio or when gjving hand signals.

frercise caution when operating portable radios while
their motorscooter is in motion; if possible, they shall
bring the motorscooter to a halt, out of the flo of
traffic, to use the radio.

Wear a protective transparent face shield or protective
eyeglasses whenever the motorscooter is not equipped
with a windshield.

dismounting, operators shall:

Park in compliance with the traffic regulations,

Lock and secure their motorscooter, and

Remove the key. General Order No. 301.10

(Revised 8/6/84 )
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Operators may make traffic stops under the following guide-
11nes:

{1) The stop shall be made from the side toward the center
roadway of the violator‘'s vehicle, never from the curb
side. ‘

(2) Operators shall not pursue speeding vehicles for the
purpose of effecting a traffic stop.

Motorscooter operators involved in traffic accidents shall
comply with all applicabie provisions of General Orders 301.1
and 201.7.

3. Prohibitions.

Operators shall not:

a.

PART 11

Permit operation of their motorscooter by anyone else, excep:
when directed by an official.

Transport a second rider.

Wear sunglasses during periods of darkness or reduced visi-

bility. Any exceptions (i.e., eye stigmatisms that requi~e a

prescription for specially tinted lenses, etc.) shall require
the approval of a clinic physician.

Smoke while operating or refueling their motorscooter.

Routinely patrol or operate their motorscooter on any of the
various limited roadways, highways and freeways within the
District of Columbia, (e.g., I1-395 and 1ts accesses, Third
Street Tunnel, Ninth Street Tunnel, Southeast/Southwest Free-
ways, 1-295, whitehurst Freeway, Suitland Parkway, etc.) ex-
cept in emergency Situations or when authorized by an offi-
cial and then only when exercising the greatest degree of
caution. '

A. Officials.

1. Officials who operate motorscooters shall be guided by the provi-
sions of this order to the extent consistent with the performance of their super-

visory duties.

2. Officials shall comply with General Order 301.8 (Departmental
Vehicular Safety Program) when they observe any unsafe driving actions by motor-

scooter operators.

General Order No. 301.10
(Revised 8/6/84 )
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B. Commanding Officers.

The commander of each element utilizing motorscooters shall:

1. Make the determination as to which of the volunteers are to be
selected and trained for motorscooter operation. . .

2. Determine whether motorscooters should be operated by members of
their command during periods of inclement weather.

3. Ensure that any damage to & department motorscooter is properly
investigated and that responsibility is appropriately placed.

4. Forward reports of accidents involving motorscooters to the Vehi-
cle Accident Review Board in accordance with General Order 201.7. -

/
77%/_4,“.(/ / /‘4/}77%/1 -

Maurice T. Turner, Jr.
' Chief of Police

MMT:JJC:jtw

General Order No. 301.10





