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·······"···-Reporting Violations of the A.B.C.
Regulations and the "General License

A 
ORIGINATINGUNIT 

PDD ,~ .. 

The purpose of this order is to establish the policyand procedures
to be followed by membersof the departmentreporting violations of the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Regulations and the General License Law
This order consists of the following parts

PART I Responsibilities andProcedures for Membersof the 
Department

PART II ResponsibilitiesandProceduresfor Special Assignment
Personnel

PARTtIJ Responsibilities andProceduresfor Supervisory and 
CommandPersonnel

PART1 

A. Report ing Violations of A.B..C. Regulations

1. All violations of the A.B.C.Regulations by holders of 
licenses issued under the authority of the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Act shall be reported to the appropriate agencyof .. the Government of the 
District of Columbia This includes violations committedbv the holder 
of the license when he in not at the place of business e.g. selling
other than at licensed premises andviolations committedon the 
licensedpremisesin the absence of the holder of 1uch licen■e. 

2. Membersof the force who observed violations of the A.B..C • 
Reggulations in or about anyA.B.C licensed premises shall take such
immediateand proper police action as the circumstancesdemand and 
shall immediatelynotifythe official then in charge of the district 
in which the viol at ion occurred. 

3. Members of the force shall report violations of the 
A.B.C. Regulations as follows

a. A PD Form 251 shall be ueed when the police action 
taken involved an arrestfor .the A.B.C. violation

b. A PD Form 253 shall be used when the police action
taken did not involve an arrest.

NOTE: In cases where ~nlice action is taken within
A.B.C. licensed preai1es for an A.B.C. violation and
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another type violation or crime(e ·•· , a minor has been
drinking alcoholic beverages in the premisesand assaults
• customer only one report containing information on 
both incidents is needed

,. lt shall be the duty of the arresting officer to invite the 
attention of the station force to the fact that the defendant v• arrested
in a licensed A.B.C. establishmentandthat an alcoholic beverage.. control
report will be submitted 1 in view of the fact that an alcoholic beverage
license is a valuable propertyright to the licensesit should be antici
pated that such personswhen appearingas respondentsbefore the board
will defend themselvesactively because such licenseesrealizethat, if
convicted they maylose their licenses to operaterate such susinesses within
the District A sufficient number of police officers who have knowledgeof 
the arrested person'• condition and the circumstancessurrounding the arrest
1ha1l be listed • witnessesfor appearancebefore the Alcoholic Beverage
Control Board In all casesthere must be corroborative police witnesses

5. In instances where personsunder 21 years of agebut not under
18 years of age arediscoveredintoxicated the discovering/arresting officer 
shall follow the polcy and proceudres for handling intoxicated persons ln 
addition, the discovering/arresting officer shall makeeveryeffort to 
ascertainif the intoxicants wereunlawfullyobtained by the intoxicated person
in the event a violation of the A.I.C. a...-lattana is indicated, the
discovering/arrestingofficer shall im... mediatelynotify the officials~ command

of his district and if the violation occured in a district other than that to 
vhich he is assigniped. the discovering/arrestingofficer shall i meddiately
notify the official in commandof the district concerned The discovering
arrestingoff icer 1hal1 then preparea ,r, Form253 or PD Pon 2Sl • .-her• 
applicable vhich 1hall include the intoxicated NNOft'a are date and place
of birth. address and full nameof the father and motherwith their addresses
This informationis necessaryso that the A.B.C. Board mayobtain birth
cert ificates ln caseswhere the A.B..c. violationtan occurred in another district
the discoveringarresting officercer shall1l note at the end of the report the 
following information One copy co be sent to No. ____ District •· 

I 6. In instances where persons under11' years juvenilesle■) aredis
covered intoxicated the discovering/arresting officer shall immediatelynotify
a district Youth Services Officer or a Youth DivisionOfficer (See General
Order 305.1l. Handling of Juveniles

General Order No. ,n1.1e 
( Revvised 3/16/73) 
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M. Reportingtnc1detttl Occuring Within A.B.C. Premises

l. In cases where police action is taken within A. B.C.
licensed premisesfor an incident that is not a violation of the A.R.C. 
Regulations and where there is no A.B.C. llaaulatton violation indicated
the officer makingthe report shall writethe following notation in
item 36 on the PD Form 251 or item31 on the PD Form253: 

"'No A.•• C. Regulation
Violation Indicated 11 

2. This notation Ifill alert the A.B.C. lo1rd that no supple
mental report will be forwarded to the board unless specifically
requested. However one copy of the PD Form251 or 253 ahall be for­
warded to the A.B.C. Board one copy shall be placed in the district
vice numerical files and onecopyshall be forwardedto the Director
Morals Division

c. ExaminingDraft Card. 

Occasionally it becomes necessary for an officer to request a 
patron of a licensed A.B.C. establishmentto exhibit proof of age
Among the. various typesof evidence of agesubmitted to the officer for 
his examination is the SelectiveServiceSystemRegistration Certificate
or "draft card... tt ha1 been known that unauthorized holders of these 
draft cards have altered them principally with respectto birth dates
Unlawful alteratiors can be detected, in many, instances by checking
against information contained elsewhereon the card, for example
49 6 40 123," a series of individuallygrouped coded serial numbers
which appears on the face of the card. The first coded number on the 
card denotes the area in which the holder registered In the case of 
local registrantsthe number will be "49": the second of the coded 
numbers representsthe local draft board numberThese numbers can be 
cross-checked with the local board and its location found on the 
reverse side of the card: the third of the codednumbers denotes€ the 
year the registrant was born and should be the•-•• the year indicated
for ''date of birth on the front of the card: the fourth of the coded 
numbers merelydenotes the chronological sequence of registrationby 
the registrant on a given date

D. General license Law•· 

1. Under the provisions of the Act of Congress approved
July 1, 1902, and amendedby subsequent Acts of Congress.- known as
the General License Law (District of ColumbiaCode, title 47, 
chapters€ 23-45), the District of Columbia Council is vestedwith
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' authority to revoke any license issued threunderwhen in the 
opinion of the council, it is deemeddesirable tn the interest of 
public decencyor the protection of life limb health, comfort and 
quiet of the citizens of the District of Columbiaor for any other 
reasonthe council l may deem sufficient

2. When it comesto the attention of anymemberof the 
force that an establishmentlicensed underthe provisions of the 
"General License Law is being operatedin violation of existing laws
and regulations or when the owneror proprietoris permittingthe un
lawful use of the premises and where such unlawfulusecan be
substantiated by the testimony of police officers or civilians such
memberof the force shall in addition to taking such immediateand 
proper police action as the circumstancesmaydemandd, submit to the 
Central Records Division a PD Form 253 when the violation does not
involve an arrest and a PD Form 251 when an arrest is made

3. Particular attention ahall be given to licensedpremises
suspected of anyof the followingconditionswith a view of complying
with the contents of this order: 

PART 11 

A. 

a. Prostitution or solicitation for immoralpurposes

b. Illegal sales of intoxicating beverages

c. Frequent assembliesof persons known to be of 
immoralhabits I with the knowledgeof the ovner or 
proprietor

d. Gambling

e. Repeatedand well-founded complaints ffromcitizens
of boisterous and other disorderly conduct by persons
f frequentlying such 1 licensedpremises

f. Drug abuseabuse

Distribution of Reports

One C01" of the PD Form 253 or PD Form251, reporting vio
lations of the A.B.C. or "'General License Laws shall be placed in the

\ 
i 
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district vice numericalfile The original of the PDForm253 or PD 
Form251 together withch statementsnu of the witnessesshall be forwarded
to the Central RecordsDivisionwhere copiesshall be madeanddis
tributed to.- the Alcohol ic BeverageControlnl Board the superintendent • 
License andInspections the Director. MoralsDivision and to another
district when applicable A copy of the report •hall be filed with 
the Central Records Division

1. Corroboration

Officersassignedto duty in station houses shall carefully
observe the conditions of de fendants who are allegedd to be intoxicated
when as a result of their arrest • report is Ukely ikelybe made to 
the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board

c. Youth Officers

When a district YouthServices Officer or Youth Division
Officer is notified that a juvenile under the age of 18 yearsis in
violation of the A.B.C.Regulations he shall process the respondent
for the Violation. ln addition the Youth Officer shall report the 
violation to the official then tn charge of the district tn which it 
occurred. 

PAJlT Ill 

A. District Officials

The official then in charge of the district in which an 
A.B.C.violation occurs shall be responsiblefor conducting a enat1lete 
Investigation of the reported violation to include violations involving
juveniles The investigation 1hall include statements from all members
of the force involved and other witnesseswho mayhave knowledge of the 
violationol att 0,1. Theresultsul u of the i vest igationJ• ct on shallal 1 be enteredend on PD
Form252 Supplement Report andthe cos,., together with copies of 
the statements of the witnesses shall be placed in the district vice
numerical file. Theoriginal shall be forwarded together with the 
statements of the witnessesto the Central RecordsDivision

l. The Alcoholic levtT'Ue Control Board frequently receivesw• 
tflfonaat1an concerning alleged or possible violations of lawon 11een••d 
premisesof t•"•• which areprimarilyl• the responsibilityUt• of this depart
ment(e.g., selling whiskey without • license soliciting prostitution
and gambling

2. TheA.B.C. Boardwill forward a report in triplicate of 
these allegedhnd violations1nn~ to this den1rt dmentnt throua~ tht Director

Generall Orderr No.. 401.041 . 4 
Revised 3/16/73) 
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Moral■ Division who shall note on oneof the copiesthe receipt of the ) 
information andreturnthis copy to the A.B.C. Board The Director Morals , 
Divisionshall then take the necessaryaction on the information received
One copyof the report shall be sentto the district concernedto be filed
for future reference

tW:ICLH :n-.t 

(~) 
-.,.~L.,.,•• 
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